WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, Efg; Governor. 1786

At the doors of the churches, and other houfes for public worthip, it any, i the €U P
hundred where fuch land lies, of his intention to apply to the eourt for a com- XXXul
miflion to mark and bound his Lind named, or otherwife deferibed, o tuch ad-
vertilement ; and alfo giving notice in writing to the perfons holdig the adjoin-
ing Lands, if refiding thercon, or if abfent, leaving fuch notice at the houles of
fuch perfons, thirty days betore the meeting of the county court of the county
where fuch land lies, and if no perfon lives on the adjoining lind, giving notice
four {uccetlive weeks in the Baltimore and Annapolis news-papers ; and alfo
iving perfonal notice to the owner of the adjoining lund, or to his agent or at-
torney, if known and in the ftate, thirty days before the mecting of the county
court, as aforefaid, may apply, by petition in writing, to fuch court for a com-
miflion to mark and bound fuch land agreeable to the direCtions of this a¢t; and
upon proof being made to the fatisfaction of the court, that fuch advertifements
were duly fet up, and notice given as aforefaid, or upon the other perfons inte-
refted appearing, the court may ifluc a commiflion to any five or three perfons,
agreed on by all parties, empowering them, or 2 majority of them, to mark
and bond the land mentioned in fuch commiffion, according to the directions of
this act ; but if the perfons interefted, or any of them, fhall not agree on the
perfons for commiflioners, then fhall the court appoint three or five difcreet per-
(killed in land affairs, not interefted in the lands, nor related to either of

fons,
the parties, to whom a commiflion fhall iifue in manner aforefaid.

1IL and be it enafted, That the fuid commiffioners, or a majority of them; Comimiffion-

(hall caufe advertifements to be fet up at the door of the court-houfe of their ers to adver-
. . . . tie Lair

county, and fuch other public places as they may judge moft effe¢tual, notifying mecting, &e.
the time of their meeting, thirty days at the leaft before their meeting, and {hall
meet on the land, to proceed in the execution of their commiflion, agreeable to
the notice given by them as aforefaid ; but before any commiiffioner fhall proceed
in the execution of any fuch commifiion, otherwife than by giving notice as
aforefaid, and ifluing fummonfes for witnefles, he thall take an oath or athirma-
tion before fome juftice of the peace, or fome other of the commiflioners, that
he will fettle and adjuft the location of the land mentioned in fuch commiffion,
moft agreeably to the true original location thereof, according to the evidence
and circumftances which fhall be offered or appear to him, without favour, affec«
tion, or partiality, according to the bcf’c of his experience and judgment, and

will make a true return thereof. .

IV. ann be it enadted, That' fummonfes for witnefles may iffue out of the Summonfes
county court, or by the faid commiffioners, or a majority of them, and witnefles ’:;afpﬁ‘;; out
fummoned fhall attend, and be fubjeé to punithment by the county court for not court, &c.
attending, in the fame manner as on fummonfes iffued by, and returnable to,
county courts ; and the commiffioners; may caufe the land mentioned in fuch
commiffion, as well as any other lands they may think proper, to be f{urveyed
by the furveyor of the county, or fuch other fkilful perfon as they may think fit
to appoint, and may adminifter an oath to the furveyor, and alfo to the chain-
carriers, to execute their refpective duty as furveyor or chain-carrier, as the cafe
may be, faithfully and impartially, according to the beft of their fkill ; and fhall
21fo adminifter an oath or affirmation to every witnefs, that the evidence which
{uch witnefs fhall give to the commiffioners in the matter depending in queftion,

{hall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and the faid
commiflioners, or any two or more of them, may adjourn from time to time, as
they may think neceflary, and they, or the majority of them, or the major part
of fuch majority met, concurring in opinion, may and f{hall caufe the land men<
tioned in fuch commiffion to be marked in the lines where convenient, and fhall
mark or fet up boundaries at the termination of the lines when courfe and dif- B
tance only are given, according to their adjudication and adjuftment of the loca-
tion thereof, and fhall rcturn a certificate of fuch marked lincs and boundaries
to the court under their hands, which return fhall be received and recorded in
the records of land commiffions and returns of (uch county, unlefs the court
{hall otherwife order, becaulfe of ill behaviour of the commiflioners.
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